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Definitions of Poverty

“Having insufficient resources to meet what are typically 
seen as basic need in that place and time whether those 
needs stem from our animal (physical) natures or not.”

by Charles Karelis*
Non-physiological needs might include: needs for standing, respect, and social inclusion. 

*The Persistence of Poverty: Why the Economics of the Well-Off Can’t Help the Poor, Yale 
University Press, New haven and London, 2007



How is Poverty measured?

• Determine the amount of money needed to buy the lowest-cost 
nutritionally adequate diet identified by the United States 
Department of Agriculture and multiply by 3 and then account for 
the number of people in the household.

• Estimate the amount of money needed to provide basic housing, 
clothing, food, and utilities adjusted by the consumer price index, 
and account for the number in the family. 



Federal Poverty Guidelines 2020
Persons in 

family/
household

Poverty guideline

1 12,760
2 17,240
3 21,720
4 26,200
5 30,680
6 35,680
7 39,640
8 44,120,
9+ Add 5,600 per person



Poverty is...

• having no assurance that tomorrow will be even as 
good as today.

• wondering who will be your friend today.

• believing that hard work is hardly worth the piddling 
money earned.

• using other people’s clothes, furniture, towels, and 
shampoo because you don’t have any of your own.

• having few dreams.

• being invisible...until “they” need someone to 
blame.

• feeling frightened deep inside...all the time.



Poverty is...

• being hungry...at least one or two days a month.

• walking everywhere...for miles sometimes.

• knowing that the doctor you see today will not be the 
same doctor you see next week.

• laughing...and crying...when neither makes sense.

• being consumed with the daily grind rather than the 
national scene.

• not having toilet paper...or even a functioning toilet.

• having no bookcase because you have few, if any books.

• anger and frustration and anxiety and hopelessness and 
resignation.



Funds of Knowledge



Personal Experiences



Personal Experiences



3 Levels of Addressing Poverty



5 Words

Dependency Apathy Disease Dishonesty Ignorance
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Beth 
Templeton
Beth Lindsay Templeton is among other 
things a writer, poverty advocate, 
workshop/retreat/small group leader, 
Presbyterian USA minister, daughter, 
sister, mother, grandmother, friend, 
neighbor, reader, rearranger of home 
décor, and porch sitter. She is the 
author of eleven books and lives in 
Greenville, SC.

Contact Information

• Founder and CEO
• Our Eyes Were Opened, Inc.
• oewo.org


